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WDear Colleagues,
As highly trained physicians, we are comfortable with caring for a wide range of patients with any 
number of underlying medical problems. However, when it comes to adapting to the rapidly changing 
regulatory environment, there are frequently issues that extend significantly out of our comfort zone. 
Identifying the most relevant changes in a timely fashion is a necessary component of maintaining 
a healthy practice that is able to best serve our patients within the complex network of government 
oversight. To achieve a better understanding of these issues, our MSA Spring Conference will focus 
on practice management. The conference will be held on Saturday, May 20th at the Intercontinental 
St. Paul Riverfront.
We are fortunate to have three experts in the most recent hot topics of practice management 
scheduled to present during the Spring Conference. Dr. Sherif Zaafran will discuss out of network 
billing issues, an area that has recently received significant attention in the lay press. Dr. Marc Leib 
will present highly pertinent information regarding what data government payors want to see and 
how they use it. In addition, Dr. Matthew Popovich will speak on some of the nuts and bolts of 
MACRA and how the ASA is working to help meet the quality reporting needs of practices now 
and in the future. There will be ample time for questions and discussion during the course of the 
conference.
A refreshing brunch will be provided, with plenty of time to network with colleagues and 
interact with exhibitors. Furthermore, Dr. J.P. Abenstein, Past President of the American Society 
of Anesthesiologists, will be providing us with an update of current ASA business. Please stick 
around after the lectures for the business meeting, which includes the election of MSA Officers. 
With excellent presentations by these leading experts in practice management, the MSA Spring 
Conference is sure to be an educational and enjoyable day.
I look forward to seeing you there!
Sincerely,

Adam D. Niesen, MD 
Chair, MSA Education Committee

Welcome

Parking: If you are driving to the MSA Spring 
Conference, please plan to park in either the attached 
Intercontinental St. Paul Riverfront parking ramp, or 
the Capitol City ramp off of 4th Street. To validate 
your parking, please stop at the MSA registration 
desk in Minnesota Court to receive a voucher. Please 
remember which parking structure you parked in order 
to receive the correct voucher. 

WiFi Access: Complimentary WiFi access is offered in 
the meeting space at the MSA Spring Conference. To 
access the WiFi, simply open your web browser and click 
on the acceptance button once prompted. No passcode 
is required.
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AAgenda
7:00 - 7:55am  Registration and Coffee with Exhibitors

7:55 - 8:00am   Welcome Remarks 
 Adam Niesen, M.D., Chair, MSA Education Committee

8:00 - 8:45am  Surprise Billing and Network Inadequacy                                          
 Sherif Zaafran, M.D., US Anesthesia Partners

8:45 - 9:30am  Regulatory Update: MACRA and Registry Reporting Options 
 Matthew Popovich, Ph.D., American Society of Anesthesiologists

9:30 - 9:45am  Expert Panel Discussion – Question & Answer  
 Sherif Zaafran, MD and Matthew Popovich, PhD

9:45 - 10:45am  Brunch with Exhibitors  
 American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) Update 
 J.P. Abenstein, M.S.E.E., M.D., Mayo Clinic, Rochester

10:45 - 11:30am  Measurement Milieu: ASA Processes Today, Meeting Practice Needs Tomorrow  
 Matthew Popovich, Ph.D., American Society of Anesthesiologists

11:30am - 12:15pm  What Data Government Payers Want to See and How They Use It 
 Marc Leib, M.D., J.D., American Society of Anesthesiologists 

12:15 - 12:30pm Expert Panel Discussion – Question & Answer  
 Matthew Popovich, Ph.D. and Marc Leib, M.D., J.D.

12:30 - 1:00pm MSA Business Meeting and Officer Elections

1:00pm  Adjournment and Executive Committee Meeting

SSave the Dates
MSA 2017 Fall 

Conference
Saturday,  

November 18, 2017
Intercontinental St. Paul 

Riverfront
St. Paul, MN

MSA 2018 Spring 
Conference

Saturday, April 28, 2018
Radisson Blu Mall of 

America
Bloomington, MN

MSA 2018 Fall 
Conference

Saturday,  
November 17, 2018

Radisson Blu Mall of 
America

Bloomington, MN
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AAccreditation
1300 Godward St. NE, Suite 2500
Minneapolis, MN 55413
612-378-1875 • mnmed.org

Minnesota Society of Anesthesiologists 
2017 Spring Conference 

May 20, 2017

It is the policy of the Minnesota Medical Association (MMA) to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, 
and scientific rigor in its CME activities. To comply with the Standards for Commercial Support of the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the MMA requires members of the 
planning committee and faculty to disclose the existence of any financial interest or other relationship he/she 
and his/her spouse or partner has with companies whose health care products or services are discussed in an 
educational presentation. The requirement applies to relationships that are in place at the time of the CME 
activity or in the 12 months preceding the activity.

The following financial relationships were disclosed and have been resolved:

Jacob Hutchins, MD   Speakers Bureau: Pacira Pharmaceuticals 
     Stock: Insitu Biologics 
     Consultant: Pacira, Heron Therapeutics, GLG Consulting

The remaining members of the faculty and planning committee for this conference have indicated that they 
have no relevant financial relationships to disclose related to the content of the CME activity.  

Accreditation Statement

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education through the joint providership of the Minnesota 
Medical Association and the Minnesota Society of Anesthesiologists. The Minnesota Medical Association 
(MMA) is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

CME Statement

The Minnesota Medical Association designates this live activity for a maximum of 3.5 AMA PRA Category 
1 Credit(s)™.Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in 
the activity.

MOCA Statement

This activity contributes to the CME requirement for Part II: Lifelong Learning and Self Assessment of 
the American Board of Anesthesiology’s (ABA) redesigned Maintenance of Certification in Anesthesiology 
Program® (MOCA®), known as MOCA 2.0®. Please consult the ABA website, www.theABA.org, for a list 
of all MOCA 2.0 requirements.
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LLearning Objectives
As a result of participation in this CME activity, 
learners should be able to:

• Explain what out-of network billing is

• Identify consequences of out-of-network billing for 
patients

• Discuss federal and state initiatives that are being 
introduced to control the out-of-network billing

• Describe information relevant to payors

• Explain why payors want to collect specific 
information/data

• Discuss what data is collected and how it is used

• Describe MACRA, MIPS and alternative payment 
methods

• Identify the main underlying principles that led to the 
introduction of MACRA

• Explain requirements for physicians to fulfill criteria 
posed by CMS

Upon completion of the following educational activity 
presentations, the participant should be better able to:

Topic: Surprise Billing and Network Inadequacy

• Understand what is out of network billing, network 
adequacy, narrow networks, tiered networks, and 
minimum benefit standards, and benchmarking

• Elucidate the nuances of the pros and cons of 
legislation that attempts to solve the problem of 
surprise billing

• Outline a strategy to prepare members, the public, 
and legislators for physician led solutions to tackle 
inadequate networks

Topic: Regulatory Update: MACRA and Registry 
Reporting Options

• Identify significant regulatory issues for 
anesthesiologists in the year ahead

• Discuss ASA activity on regulatory issues

• Discuss key points to implementing responses and 
compliance to regulatory issues at the local level

Topic: Measurement Milieu: ASA Processes Today, 
Meeting Practice Needs Tomorrow

• Discuss why ASA quality measure development, from 
a regulatory standpoint, is necessary

• Describe the quality measure development cycle at 
ASA

• Understand how individuals and practices can 
participate in measure development at ASA

Topic: What Data Government Payers Want to See 
and How They Use It

• Identify quality metrics used in the Meri-based 
Incentive Payment System (MIPS) program

• Understand how to report that data to CMS

• Explain the interactions between CPT codes, ICD-
20-CM codes and the MIPS quality measure
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MMeeting Faculty
Dr. J.P. Abenstein, consultant in the Division of Cardiovascular and Thoracic Anesthesiology and associate 
professor of Anesthesiology at the Mayo College of Medicine in Rochester, Minnesota, currently serves as 
immediate past president of the American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA). Dr. Abenstein received his 
engineering degrees from Duke University and the University of Wisconsin. He received his medical 
degree from Loyola Stritch School of Medicine in Chicago and completed his residency and fellowship in 
cardiac anesthesiology at Michael Reese Hospital and Medical Center in Chicago. He is board certified by 
the American Board of Anesthesiology. Dr. Abenstein and his wife, Sandra, live in Oronoco, Minnesota, 
and have two children.

Dr. Matt Popovich is ASA’s Director of Quality and Regulatory Affairs (QRA) and he is based in 
Washington, DC. Matt has worked for the American Society of Anesthesiologists since May 2013, becoming 
the Director of Quality and Regulatory Affairs in November 2014. QRA supports measure development 
activities and provides regulatory support to the Anesthesia Quality Institute. The department works with 
the ASA Committee on Performance and Outcomes Measurement on updating and maintaining quality 
measures and advocates on the appropriate use of anesthesiology quality measures before the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). In addition, Popovich and members of Quality and Regulatory 
Affairs, engage, support and assist members on quality reporting programs and regulatory issues that 
impact members and the profession. Popovich received his undergraduate from Purdue University in 
Political Science and History. He received his doctorate from the University of Illinois at Chicago in 
History.

Dr. Sherif Zaafran serves as the Chair of the ASA ad hoc Taskforce on Out of Network Payment. He 
also serves on the ASA Committee on Governmental Affairs as well as Chairs the Texas Society of 
Anesthesiologists Government Affairs Committee. In January, Dr. Zaafran was appointed by the 
Governor of Texas as President of the Texas Medical Board. He is a practicing anesthesiologist with US 
Anesthesia Partners, and serves as the President of the Memorial Hermann division of USAP in Houston.  
He also serves with US Anesthesia Partners as the National Legislative Liaison for the group.  Within 
Memorial Hermann Hospital System, he chairs the Joint Council of the Perioperative Surgical Home, and 
the Anesthesia Council for the MH System.

Dr. Marc Leib is currently the Chair of the ASA Committee on Economics.  He is also currently serving 
on several other permanent and ad hoc ASA committees.  Dr. Leib practiced anesthesia in the private sector 
for over 20 years in Arizona.  Throughout that time, he was very active in the medical community, serving 
as President of the Arizona Society of Anesthesiologist (AzSA) and the Arizona Medical Association 
(ArMA).  During his last few years of active practice, Dr. Leib attended the University of Arizona 
College of Law with the intention of participating in health care policy decision-making activities.  After 
graduation he worked in Washington, D.C., primarily on health law issues. After several years in D.C., 
Dr. Leib returned to Arizona to serve as the Chief Medical Officer of Arizona’s Medicaid Program, serving 
in that position for over 10 years, the longest serving CMO in Arizona Medicaid’s history.  During his 
tenure as the Medicaid CMO, Dr. Leib remained active in the medical community. He regularly publishes 
articles of interest and essays in medical and legal publications and presents topics of interest to physicians 
at various state and national physician leadership forums.

J.P. Abenstein, MSEE, MD 
Associate Professor of 
Anesthesiology 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, Minnesota

Matthew Popovich, PhD 
Director of Quality and 
Regulatory Affairs 
American Society of 
Anesthesiologists 
Washington, D.C.

Sherif Zaafran, MD 
Chair, ASA Ad Hoc 
Committee on Out of 
Network Payment 
US Anesthesia Partners 
Houston, Texas

Marc Leib, MD, JD 
Chair, Committee on 
Economics 
American Society of 
Anesthesiologists 
Phoenix, Arizona

PPlanning Committee
Adam Niesen, MD 
Chair, MSA Education 
Committee 
Assistant Professor of 
Anesthesiology 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, Minnesota

Ioanna Apostolidou, MD 
Professor 
Director, Cardiothoracic 
Anesthesiology Fellowup 
Division Chief, 
Cardiothoracic 
Anesthesiology 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Adam Amundson, MD 
Senior Associate 
Consultant 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, Minnesota

Jacob Hutchins, MD 
Director of Regional 
Anesthesia, Acute Pain, and 
Ambulatory Anesthesia 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Mojca Konia, MD, PhD 
Residency Program 
Director 
Vice Chair of Education 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota
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EExhibitors

B Braun Medical 
www.bbraunusa.com 

824 Twelfth Ave 
Bethlehem, PA 18018

Kristin Carlson 
Critical Care Specialist 

kristin.carlson@bbraun.com 
(612) 599-6751

Manufacturer of medical supplies.

CASMED 
www.fore-sight.com 
44 E Industrial Rd 
Branford, CT 6405

Bob Dupor 
Territory Sales Manager 

bdupor@casmed.com 
(612) 599-6751

FORE-SIGHT® tissue oximetry utilizes five wavelengths 
of light and a complex algorithm to provide highly 
accurate readings you can trust. FORE-SIGHT features 
specialized modes for adults and children, and users select 
from multiple sensor locations, fine-tuning the algorithm 
to the unique optical properties of specific tissue beds.

Codonics 
www.codonics.com 

17991 Englewood Dr 
Middleburg Heights, OH 44130

Mike Kolberg, General Manager 
info@condonics.com 

440-243-1198

A standard of care in the world’s leading hospitals, 
Codonics Safe Label System (SLS) helps eliminate the 
OR’s three most common medication errors: vial/ampoule 
swaps, mislabeling and syringe swaps.  SLS integrates with 
anesthesia carts to improve medication safety, compliancy 
and consistency while enhancing workflow. Using barcode 
technology, the clinician scans a vial/ampoule on SLS and 
is instantly presented with audible and visible identification 
of the drug in hand, and a TJC-compliant label is produced. 
Simultaneously, SLS delivers and records the NDC to the 
cart to electronically document the dispense, automatically 
decrementing the inventory to reduce stock outs and 
improve charge capture.
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EExhibitors

COVR Medical 
www.covrmedical.com 

221 1st Ave SW, Ste 202 
Rochester, MN 55902

Aaron Miller, Sales 
miller.aaron@covrmedical.com 

507-250-3306

COVR Medical garments were invented by a surgeon to 
ensure patient privacy, dignity and comfort during medical 
and surgical procedures as well as for post-procedural care.

Edwards Lifesciences 
www.edwards.com 

1 Edwards Way 
Irvine, CA 92614

Allison Klint, Hemodynamic  
Monitoring Product Specialist 

allison_klint@edwards.com 
502-475-4919

Edwards Lifesciences is the global leader in patient-
focused medical innovations for structural heart disease, as 
well as critical care and surgical monitoring. Driven by a 
passion to help patients, the company collaborates with the 
world's leading clinic.

Fujifilm SonoSite 
www.sonosite.com 

21919 30th Drive SE 
Bothell, WA 98021

Mark Zacharias, Territory Manager 
mark.zacharias@fujifilm.com 

612-964-7730

SonoSite helped pioneer the concept of portable, point-
of-care ultrasound, and it continues to be a world-leading 
manufacturer and innovator of bedside ultrasound systems 
as well as an industry leader in ultra high-frequency micro-
ultrasound technology. SonoSite's portable, compact 
systems are expanding the use of ultrasound across the 
clinical spectrum by cost-effectively bringing high-
performance ultrasound to the point of patient care.

Halyard Health 
www.halyardhealth.com 
43 Discovery, Ste 100 

Irvine, CA 92618

Trina Frazier, Tradeshow Coordinator 
trina.frazier@hyh.com 

949-923-2481

ON-Q* allows for less pain and a faster recovery than 
opioids alone. Part of a multimodal approach to reduce 
opioid use, it provides over 3 days of predictable pain relief. 
With ON-Q*, patients can be both comfortable after 
surgery and capable of activity while they efficiently move 
through the recovery process. For more information, please 
visit www.Halyardhealth.com
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EExhibitors

Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals 
www.mallinckrodt.com 

53 Frontage Rd 
Hampton, NJ 08827

Peter Moe, ACBM 
peter.moe@mallinckrodt.com 

(612) 325-3743

Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals is an industry leader in 
providing specialty biopharmaceutical products used in the 
treatment of autoimmune and rare disease specialty areas, 
respiratory therapies, pain and related conditions, and 
diagnostic procedures. The company's segments include 
branded medicines and devices and generic drugs. Visit 
www.mallinckrodt.com to learn more.

MED Alliance Group, Inc 
www.medalliancegroup.com 

2175 Oakland Dr 
Sycamore, IL 60178

Marc Tutt, Sales Representative 
Sales Representative 

630-443-7070

MED Alliance Group is an ISO 13485 certified medical 
device distributor with more than 350 years of combined 
medical device sales and distribution experience. 
Dedicated to meeting the needs of its clinical customers 
and manufacturing partners, MED Alliance offers cost 
effective, customized sales, logistics and distribution 
solutions.

Merck 
www.merck.com 
5305 W 61st St 

Edina, MN 55436

Paula Heller, Institutional Sales Manager 
paulaheller@merck.com 

(612) 804-2803

Pacira Pharmaceuticals 
www.exparel.com, www.pacira.com 

12423 Sandy Point Rd 
Eden Prairie, MN 55347

Linda Sherman, Sales Executive 
linda.sherman@pacira.com 

952-239-4444

Pacira Pharmaceuticals, Inc. is a specialty pharmaceutical 
company focused on the development of products that meet 
the needs of acute care practitioners and their patients. Its 
lead product, EXPAREL® (bupivacaine liposome injectable 
suspension), was launched in 2012. EXPAREL utilizes the 
Pacira proprietary delivery technology  DepoFoam®. For 
more information, visit www.pacira.com.
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EExhibitors

Pajunk Medical Systems, LP 
www.pajunkusa.com 

6611 Bay Cir, Ste 140 
Norcross, GA 30071

Samuel Mayer, Sales Representative (MN, ND, SD, W-IA) 
samuel.mayer@pajunk-usa.com 

770-330-2094

Pajunk Medical Systems, is a German family owned medical 
device company specializing in Regional Anesthesia.

PharMEDium Services, LLC 
www.pharmedium.com 
150 N Field Dr, Ste 350 
Lake Forest, IL 60045

Yanela Ochoa, Marketing Associate 
mkt_tradeshow@pharmedium.com 

800-523-7749

PharMEDium is the nation's leading provider of outsourced, 
ready to use sterile admixture services, operating four state-
of-the-art, large-scale, 503B Outsourcing Facilities.

Stryker Medical 
www.stryker.com 

3800 E Centre Ave 
Portage, MI 49002

James Westing, Account Manager 
james.westing@stryker.com 

616-836-5923

Patient Warming

U.S. Army Healthcare 
www.goarmy.com/amedd 
1600 W 82nd St, Ste 275 
Bloomington, MN 55431

CPT Jatara S. Ross, Recruiting Officer In Charge 
jatara.s.ross.mil@mail.mil 

952-854-4406

One of the largest health care systems in the world, Army 
Medical Department, AMEDD operates more than 600 
medical centers, clinics, research facilities around the 
world. Opportunities exist for personal and professional 
development.
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AAttendees
Samer Abdel-Aziz, MD 
Olmstead Medical Center

J.P. Abenstein, MSEE, MD 
Mayo Clinic

Adam Amundson, MD 
Mayo Clinc

Katherine Arendt, MD 
Mayo Clinic

James Baber, MD 
OMC

Ratan Banik, MD, PhD 
University of Minnesota

Kumar Belani, MBBS, MS 
UMMC

Roberto Blanco, MD 
University of Minnesota

Peter Boosalis, MD, MBA 
Mayo Health Systems

Philip Boyle, MD 
Anesthesia Associates of St. Cloud

David Brown, MD 
Mayo Clinic

Grace Chun, MD 
MAPA

Jonathan Dang, MS4 
University of Minnesota Medical 

School

Cole Deutz, MD 
VA Medical Center

Thomas Esser, DO 
University of Minnesota

Joseph Fahey, MD 
AAPA

Kari Forde-Thielen, MD 
Multi-Sites Anesthesiology

Robert Friedhoff, MD 
Mayo Clinic

Oscar Garcia, MD 
University of Minnesota

Robert Gauthier, MD 
MASS

Barbara Gold, MD 
University of Minnesota 

Physicians/M Health

Jonathan Gombola, MD 
St. Mary’s Hospital - Madison

Mark Gujer, MD 
AMS

David Hasler, MD 
Epic Anesthesiology

Kenneth Holmen, MD 
CentraCare Health

Tae Kim, MD 
University of Minnesota

Mojca Konia, MD 
University of Minnesota

Todd Kor, MD 
Mayo Clinic

Brent Kudak, MD 
UMP

Steven Lader, DO 
Grand Itasca Clinic and Hospital

Marc Leib, MD, JD 
American Society of 

Anesthesiologists

Ji-Chia Liao, MD, PhD 

Timothy Lindsay, MD 
TCAA

Thomas Losasso, MD 
Summit Orthopedics

Michael Loushin, MD 
TCAA

Monica Lupei, MD 
University of Minnesota

David Martin, MD, PhD 
Mayo Clinic

Benjamin Matelich, MD 
University of Minnesota Residency

Brian McGlinch, MD 
University of Minnesota

John Mrachek, MD 
University of Minnesota

Nishkruti Munshi, MD 
University of Minnesota Anes Dept - 

Residents

Vinayak Nadar, MD 
University of Minnesota

Sagar Navare, MD 
University of Minnesota

as of 5/17/17
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AAttendees
Adam Niesen, MD 
Mayo Clinic

Megan Nolan, MD 
AAPA

Bryan Pershing, MD 
Southdale Anesthesiologists LLC

David Pizzuto, MD 
Saint Cloud

Matthew Popovich, PhD 
American Society of 

Anesthesiologists

James Rauschnot, DO 
Medical College of Wisconsin

Alan Reitz, MD 
AASC St. Cloud

Kendal Richard, MD 
University of Minnesota

Stephen Richardson, MD 
University of Minnesota

Juraj Sprung, MD, PhD 
Mayo Clinic

Ramprasad Sripada, MD 
University of Minnesota

Michael Sweeney, MD 
University of Minnesota Physicians

Joyce Wahr, MD 
University of Minnesota

Michael Wall, MD, FCCM 
University of Minnesota 

Anesthesiology

Mark Warner, MD 
Mayo Clinic

Robert Webb, MD 
Southdale Anesthesiologists LLC

Margaret Weglinski, MD 
Mayo Clinic

Erica Wittwer, MD, PhD 
Mayo Clinic

Taying Yang, MD 
RAS

Sherif Zaafran, MD 
US Anesthesia Partners

as of 5/17/17

CContact Us Minnesota Society of Anesthesiologists 
6737 W Washington St, Suite 4210 

Milwaukee, WI 53214 
Phone: (414) 389-8612 

Fax: (414) 276-7704 
office@msaconnect.org 
www.msaconnect.org


